
CONTENTS

This Edition 11

Foreword by J.I. Packer 13

A Primer on Reformed Christology by Mark Jones 17

Introduction 17
Interpreting Chalcedon 19
Western Trajectories 20
Reformed Christology 21
The Christological Role of the Spirit 23
The Heart of Christ in Heaven 25
The Importance of Christ’s Resurrection 27
Christ’s Ascension and Heavenly Seat 28
In His Intercession 29
Conclusion 30

Goodwin - Christ Set Forth txt f.indd   5Goodwin - Christ Set Forth txt f.indd   5 6/13/2011   4:53:24 PM6/13/2011   4:53:24 PM



Contents

6

Christ Set Forth

1  Christ—the Example and Object 

of Justifying Faith 33

Christ the Example of Faith 34
He Had Faith for His Own Justifi cation 34
He Exercised Faith not for Himself Only 35
The Greatest Encouragement to Believe 36

Christ—the Foundation of Faith
and Cause of Justifi cation 38
Directions to Christ as the Object of Faith 40

In Joint Commission with God the Father 40
In Opposition to Our Humiliation, Graces, or Duties 42
Not Simply the Promises of Forgiveness 43

2 Christ—The Object and Support of Faith 

for Justifi cation, in His Death 47

Christ as Dying 47
Look to Christ as Crucifi ed 47
Look to the Intent of Christ in Suffering 50

How Christ’s Death for Justifi cation 
Supports Faith 54

The Supreme Worth of Christ Our Righteousness 56
Christ’s Work Meets Every Circumstance 56

3  Faith Supported by Christ’s Resurrection 61

How Christ’s Resurrection Supports Faith 61
It Satisfi es Our Faith that God Himself is Satisfi ed 62
It Acquits Us from Death 62

A Double Relation for Us to God 63
A Surety Defi ned 64

A Common Person Defi ned 64

Faith-supporting Evidence in Christ’s Resurrection 65
How Christ Was Made Our Surety 66
How Can We Be Sure God Will not Pursue Our Debt? 68

Goodwin - Christ Set Forth txt f.indd   6Goodwin - Christ Set Forth txt f.indd   6 6/13/2011   4:53:24 PM6/13/2011   4:53:24 PM



Contents

7

How Christ’s Resurrection 
Infl uences Our Justifi cation (i) 70

All Men in Two—Adam and Christ 70
Adam Typifi es Christ as a Common Person 71
What Christ Did, He Did for Us 73

How Christ’s Resurrection 
Infl uences Our Justifi cation (ii) 76

Christ Was Justifi ed at His Resurrection 77
Christ—the ‘First-fruits’ 80

When Were We Justifi ed? 83
We Were Justifi ed When Christ Did Rise 83
We Must Be Justifi ed in Our Own Persons by Faith 84

Justifi cation Sealed up in Baptism 86
The Answer of a Good Conscience 87
The Practical Use of Christ’s Resurrection to Faith 88

4 Faith Supported by Christ’s Ascension 

and Sitting at God’s Right Hand 91

‘Much More Shall We Be Saved by His Life’ 91
He Ascended into Heaven 93

His Last Act—He Blessed All His Elect 94
Let Your Faith Triumph in His Triumph 95
He Entered Heaven as a Conqueror 97

He Sits at the Right Hand of God 98
He Has Perfectly Done His Work 99
God Is Infi nitely Well-Pleased with Him 100

What Christ’s Ascension Accomplishes 
in Believers’ Salvation 100

He Prepares a Place for Us 101
We Are as Good as Already in Heaven 102

What Christ’s Exaltation 
Accomplishes in Believer’s Salvation 103

The Prerogatives of Sitting at God’s Right Hand 103
Christ Sits as An Head for Us 105

Goodwin - Christ Set Forth txt f.indd   7Goodwin - Christ Set Forth txt f.indd   7 6/13/2011   4:53:24 PM6/13/2011   4:53:24 PM



Contents

8

5 The Triumph of Faith 

from Christ’s Intercession 109

Intercession as Part of Christ’s Priesthood 110
One Part of His Priesthood 110
A Necessary Part of His Priesthood 112
The Most Excellent Part of His Priesthood 113

Why Christ’s Intercession 
Infl uences Our Justifi cation 116

It Is Most Glorifying to God 117
It Makes Our Salvation Sure and Steadfast 120
It Brings Honour and Glory to Christ 125

The Security Christ’s Intercession Gives to Faith 127
By Way of Evidence 128
Christ’s Greatness Means His Intercession Prevails 133
Christ’s Righteous Cause Means His Intercession Prevails 140
The Father Will Deny Christ Nothing 145

Christ Intercedes with a Gracious Father 149
His Father 151
Our Father 153

Encouragements for the Weakest Believer 158
A Defi nition of Faith 158
Encouragements to Faith 159

The Heart of Christ in Heaven 

Towards Sinners on Earth

1  Outward Demonstrations of Christ’s 

Tender Heart Towards Sinners 167

Having Loved His Own, He Loved Them for Ever 169
A Window into Christ’s Heart 169
An Assuring Farewell 173

After His Resurrection 180
At His Ascension Into Heaven 185
After His Ascension Into Heaven 185

Goodwin - Christ Set Forth txt f.indd   8Goodwin - Christ Set Forth txt f.indd   8 6/13/2011   4:53:24 PM6/13/2011   4:53:24 PM



Contents

9

He Instantly Poured Out His Spirit 185

He Works to Answer Prayer 186
He Spoke with Some of the Apostles 187

2 Internal Demonstrations of Christ’s 

Tender Heart Towards Sinners 191

The Father’s Infl uence on the Heart of Christ 194
He Commands Christ to Love Sinners 194
Christ’s Love Suffers no Decay 197

Christ’s Love Is not a Forced Love 198
The Holy Spirit’s Infl uence on Christ’s Heart 202

During Christ’s Earthly Life 202
Forever in Heaven 205

Christ’s Continuing Engagements 207
Relationships 208
His Suffering on Earth Increases His Love for Us Now 212
The Offi ce of His Priesthood  216
His Own Interests 223
He Still Wears Our Nature 228

3  Christ and Our Infi rmities 233

How Christ Pities Us 233
Not Only in a Metaphorical Sense 234
Not Like an Angel, but as a Man 235
As a Man Acquainted with Grief 237

He Suffers with Us 240
Negatively 241
Positively 242
Privately 246

How He Sympathises with Us as Sinners 248
He Was Tempted in All Things 248
His Righteous Soul Was Vexed 249
He Has Borne Our Sins 249
He Tasted the Bitterness of Sin’s Guilt 250

Practical Application 250

Goodwin - Christ Set Forth txt f.indd   9Goodwin - Christ Set Forth txt f.indd   9 6/13/2011   4:53:24 PM6/13/2011   4:53:24 PM


