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Introduction

I have been asked many times by Muslim friends 
concerning Christian beliefs. ‘What do you Chris-
tians believe?’ ‘What are the main differences 
between Islam and Christianity?’ And in view 
of the commonly held belief that Islam already 
contains Christianity, because Jesus is accepted 
as a great prophet of Islam, the question often 
arises as to why Christians have not progressed 
and become Muslims? Even more surprising for 
many Muslims is the question why anyone who 
is from a Muslim background would even con-
sider ‘going backwards’ and become a Christian?

The purpose of this short book is to answer these 
questions, and many others, and to seek to clarify 
what is Christian belief in the same way that there are 
many books that help Christians to understand Islam.

In this age of tolerance, I believe it is important 
to respect one another’s beliefs without causing un-
necessary offence and yet at the same time not to 
compromise our beliefs or gloss over the differences.

I have taken part in a number of university 
debates with Muslim groups and each time my 
aim has been to discuss in a friendly atmosphere, 
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clarifying both the common ground and the dif-
ferences; and to do this in such a way that at 
the end of the debate I can sit down in the caf-
eteria with the other speaker and have a cup of 
tea with him! This is my purpose with this book 
and I hope that it will be read with this in mind.

I am well aware that many will not agree with all 
that is written here but I hope that the reader will 
at least accept it as an objective account of what 
the Christian position is and read it in that light.
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