
It has been correctly said that true Christianity “is confessional 
Christianity,” and that a church with “a little creed is a church with a little 
life.”1 The true church has always confessed her faith openly for there is a 

we should never be ashamed of this fact. Sadly, there is a motto which is 

Bible.” The problem with such a slogan is that it completely cuts people 

the churches by means of gospel teachers throughout the centuries (cf. 

what one particular group believes and teaches. This is dangerous and 
has resulted in many being misled.

less deadly.”

of Faith. Of all their Confessions, the London Baptist Confession of Faith 
of 16893 became the most popular Confession among the Reformed 
Baptist churches. This Confession has been in greater or lesser use among 
the churches at various stages of history. But whenever it was heartily 
embraced and faithfully applied, the churches were the strongest and 
purest doctrinally and morally.

1. www.founders.

3.
unsigned in 1677.
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It is encouraging to see in our day a revival of interest in this 
Confession among our churches. I say this because this theologically 
robust document plainly puts forth those things “most surely believed 

believe in Christ,” could not the cults say the same? Sadly, they could 

of Faith is wonderfully useful. This resource lets people know exactly 

people know that we are not “new kids on the block.” Rather, it proves 
that we are part of a stream of theology and practice that our Baptist 
predecessors have held for centuries. For these reasons, it is my hope 
that this new exposition of this historical text will serve the churches 
well for decades to come.4

I have selected the authors for this work carefully. They are longtime 
friends and faithful pastors who, although they may not agree with 

substantial agreement. Further, there is great love and gospel goodwill 
among them, for which I praise the Lord.

authority for all things.
I close with words from the preface to the 1689 London Baptist 

This little volume is not issued as an authoritative rule, or code of faith, 
whereby you are to be fettered, but as an assistance to you in controversy, 

the younger members of our church will have a body of divinity in small 
compass, and by means of Scriptural proofs, will be ready to give an account 
for the hope that is in them. Be not ashamed of your faith; remember it is 

4.

will be welcomed for many reasons, including its being the expression of many voices 
concerning our confessional standard for a new generation of believers.
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INTRODUCTION

DAVE CHANSKI

are so useful, and I love them because they are so delightful. They are 

Scripture itself, but he should love it for the way it speaks, expounds, and 
1

the Christian and to the Christian church. Excellent works have been 

A 
Modern Exposition of the 1689 Baptist Confession of Faith.

3) It outlines concise standards by which to evaluate ministers of 

4) It contributes to our sense of historical continuity.

These are all good things; and they are all things that Satan opposes. 

never be allowed to rust.”3 Our Baptist Confession of Faith is one of these 
weapons. I am very happy to see the publication of this present volume 

1.

A Modern Exposition of the 1689 Baptist Confession of Faith
The Utility and Importance of Creeds and Confessions 

3.
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because, as Spurgeon says, there is a perennial danger that we will allow 
the “weapon” of a good Confession to rust. I am concerned about this 
danger in our present generation for a couple of reasons.

First, many present-generation Christians who hold to the Second 
London Baptist Confession have had the Reformed and baptistic doctrine 

have to work hard to come to their own personal convictions about the 
matters contained in it.

Over forty years ago, I studied in a theological academy that held to 
the 1689 Confession. The pastors and teachers who taught us were part of 
a generation which had come to hold to that Confession as a result of their 
own personal, theological, ecclesiastical, and spiritual struggles. In these 

assisted by the writings of theological giants of the past, Confessions of 
Faith included. By the time that I was studying in seminary, the men who 
taught me had reached settled conclusions in their own hearts and minds 
regarding the most important truths of Scripture. Those conclusions 

others of their generation, also found those scriptural truths accurately 

I am grateful that I was taught how to study, understand, and expound 

men who had endured many more “dangers, toils, and snares” than I, 
in the form of theological battles, delivered well-prepared theological 
meals to me and my fellow students in their lectures. That meant that the 
onus was on me and my fellow students to spend the rest of our days not 
simply heating and re-heating the same meals for the people we teach, 

truth from the Scriptures, aided by the study of church history and the 
writings of our theological forefathers. The same responsibility falls, to 
some degree, upon Christ’s people who are not pastors and scholars by 

and opportunities, to see that we imitate the Bereans and search the 

doctrines. The faith we are called to contend for is the faith which was 

faith, to preserve it, and to pass it on, unabridged and unimpaired, to 

the profane and idle babblings and contradictions of what is falsely called 
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truth is already faithfully expressed in Confessions of Faith that have 
been handed down to us. This is not to say that the faith is faultlessly 
expressed in those Confessions; but it is faithfully expressed.

face pressures to abandon faithful Confessions, to one degree or another. 
There is a belief, even among Christians who hold to good Confessions 
of Faith, that we ought to make the truth more “accessible” to people, 
and that one of the ways to do that is to streamline our Confessions 

is, briefer) Confession of Faith for believers of Reformed and baptistic 
persuasion. I, however, am personally convinced that we should not aim 
to make the truth more accessible by trimming or scaling down our 
Confession. I believe that we need to make the truth accessible to people 
by teaching it faithfully, simply, clearly, and tirelessly. I believe it is fair 
to say that when you trim or pare a Confession, you inevitably lose. That 
has been true historically and it will always be true. Read church history, 
and you will see that, where people have abandoned good Confessions, 

4 There are very good 
commentaries already available on various reformed Confessions of 

he wrote that volume, my wife and I have had children born into the 
world, who in turn have had their own children. It is time for another 
good commentary on our Confession; one that will serve the needs of 
Christ’s church today. Years ago, I read an article by R. L. Dabney in 

wrestle with the great matters addressed in the Bible and come to their 
own settled convictions regarding the truths it teaches. I believe this 

4. History of the English Calvinistic Baptists,



met in London in the early autumn of 1689. It was an historic occasion; 

There were thirty-three pastors and messengers who formally signed a 
Confession of Faith in the name and on behalf of the churches represented 

the Second London Baptist of Faith and has been popularly referred to as 

to carefully consider The Confession. In addition, they recommended it 

England and Wales (denying 
Arminianism) being met together in London from the 3d of the 7th
the 11th of the same, 1689, to consider of some things that might be for the 

of Baptism) to recommend to their perusal the Confession of our Faith, 
John Harris at the Harrow in the Poultrey

themselves therewith.1

It is clear from the narrative that declaring their adherence to the 
statements in The Confession was no mere formality. It was a “Confession 

1.

THE 1677/1689 CONFESSION OF FAITH:
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AUSTIN WALKER


