
Contents
JOEL

Introducing Joel ........................................................................................................... 15

1 A Privileged Person (Joel 1:1) ...................................................................... 27

2 Mourning on Account of a Disaster (Joel 1:2-20) .......................... 29

3 Repentance in Light of a Disaster (Joel 2:1-17) ................................ 43

4 Reversed Prospects (Joel 2:18-32) .......................................................... 57

5 Restoration and Retribution (Joel 3:1-21) ........................................... 73

OBADIAH
Introducing Obadiah ................................................................................................ 97

1 The Judgement of Edom (Obadiah 1:1-14) ....................................103

2 Universal Judgement (Obadiah 1:15-16)...........................................113

3 Restoration of Israel (Obadiah 1:17-21) ............................................115

Extended Contents
Abbreviations  ................................................................................................................9
Preface .............................................................................................................................. 11

JOEL
Introducing Joel ........................................................................................................... 15

Who? .......................................................................................................................... 15
When? ........................................................................................................................ 16
What? ......................................................................................................................... 18

Nature of the Book ........................................................................................... 18
Structure ............................................................................................................. 19
Theological Themes ......................................................................................... 20

i) The Day of the Lord ........................................................................ 21
ii) The Lord – the Powerful Sovereign ...................................... 22
iii) The Spirit of the Lord .................................................................. 24

Message ............................................................................................................... 25

Joel and Obadiah_second correction.indd   5 25/09/2015   11:53:15



1 A Privileged Person (Joel 1:1) ..................................................................... 27

2 Mourning on Account of a Disaster (Joel 1:2-20) ......................... 29
Pay Attention! (1:2-3) ........................................................................................ 29
A Calamity Announced (1:4) ....................................................................... 30
A Time to Mourn (1:5-14) .............................................................................. 32

A Time to Wake up (1:5-7) ........................................................................... 32
A Time to Weep (1:8-10) ............................................................................... 34

A Time of Withering (1:11-12) .................................................................... 36
A Time to Work and to Wait on God (1:13-14) ................................... 37

A Woe for an Ominous Day (1:15-18) .................................................... 39
The Prophet who Pleads (1:19-20) ............................................................ 41
Questions for further study ......................................................................... 42

3 Repentance in Light of a Disaster (Joel 2:1-17) .............................. 43
A Time to Sound the Alarm (2:1-11) ....................................................... 44

i) A Day of Darkness ............................................................................... 45
ii) A Day of Devastation ........................................................................ 48

A Time to Sound a Call (2:15-17) .............................................................. 48
A Time to (Re)turn (2:12-14) ........................................................................ 51

i) “gracious and merciful” .................................................................... 52
ii) “slow to anger” .................................................................................... 52
iii) “abounding in steadfast love” ...................................................... 53
iv) “relents from punishing” ............................................................... 53

4 Reversed Prospects (Joel 2:18-32) ......................................................... 57
The Lord Responds (2:18-20) ..................................................................... 57

i) To renew the land’s fruitfulness ..................................................... 58
ii) To restore the people’s reputation ................................................. 59
iii) To repel the invader .......................................................................... 59

Joy Renewed (2:21-27) ..................................................................................... 60
God’s creation called to rejoice (2:21-22) ............................................... 61
God’s children called to rejoice (2:23-27) ............................................... 62

i) Eating ....................................................................................................... 65
ii) Praising .................................................................................................. 65
iii) Knowing ................................................................................................ 65

The Lord Restores (2:28-32) ........................................................................ 66
A Day of Revelation (vv. 28-29) ................................................................ 67
A Day of Deliverance (vv. 30-32) ............................................................. 68

Questions for further study ......................................................................... 70

Joel and Obadiah_second correction.indd   6 25/09/2015   11:53:15



5 Restoration and Retribution (Joel 3:1-21) .......................................... 73
A Day of Reckoning (3:1-3) .......................................................................... 73
‘Pay-back’ Time (3:4-8) .................................................................................... 76
Strife and Safety (3:9-17) ................................................................................ 80

A Time for Battle (vv. 9-10) ........................................................................ 80
The Place for Judgement (vv. 11-12) ........................................................ 82
The Time for Harvest (v. 13) ....................................................................... 82
The Place for a Verdict (vv. 14-15) ........................................................... 83
 The Lord who Roars and the Lord who is a
 Refuge (vv. 16-17) ...................................................................................... 84

Transformation (3:18-21) ................................................................................ 89
Questions for further study ......................................................................... 93

OBADIAH
Introducing Obadiah ................................................................................................ 97

Who? .......................................................................................................................... 97
When? ........................................................................................................................ 97
What? ......................................................................................................................... 98

Nature of the Book ........................................................................................... 98
Content ................................................................................................................ 98
Structure ............................................................................................................. 99
Theological Themes and Message ............................................................100

i) The Day of the Lord ......................................................................100
ii) The Sovereignty of God .............................................................100
iii) The Justice of God .......................................................................101

1 The Judgement of Edom (Obadiah 1:1-14) ...................................103
Title (v. 1a) ............................................................................................................103
Warning of Edom’s Doom (vv. 1b-4) ....................................................103
Completeness of Edom’s Destruction (vv. 5-9)..............................105
Reason’s for Edom’s Destruction (vv. 10-14) ...................................108

2 Universal Judgement (Obadiah 1:15-16) .........................................113

3 Restoration of Israel (Obadiah 1:17-21) ...........................................115
Questions for further study .......................................................................117

Subject Index ...............................................................................................................119

Scripture Index ..........................................................................................................125

Joel and Obadiah_second correction.indd   7 25/09/2015   11:53:15


