JANUARY 29

Notes

‘Observe and hear all these words which
I command thee, that it may go well with
thee, and with thy children after thee for
ever, when thou doest that which is good
and right in the sight of the LORD thy God’
DEUTERONOMY 12:28.

Though salvation is not by the works
of the Law, yet the blessings which are
promised to obedience are not denied
to the faithful servants of God. The
curses our Lord took away when he
was made a curse for us, but no clause
of blessing has been abrogated.
We are to note and listen to the revealed will of the Lord, giving our attention not to portions of it, but to ‘all
these words’. There must be no picking and choosing, but an impartial respect to all that God has commanded.
This is the road of blessedness for the
father and for his children. The Lord’s
blessing is upon his chosen to the third
and fourth generation. If they walk
uprightly before him, he will make all
men know that they are a seed which
the Lord has blessed.
No blessing can come to us or ours
through dishonesty or double dealing.
The ways of worldly conformity and
unholiness cannot bring good to us
or ours. It will go well with us when
we go well before God. If integrity does
not make us prosper, knavery will not.
That which gives pleasure to God will
bring pleasure to us.
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JANUARY 30

Notes

‘And, behold, I am with thee, and will
keep thee in all places whither thou
goest’
GENESIS 28:15.

Do we need journeying mercies? Here
are choice ones – God’s presence and
preservation. In all places we need
both of these, and in all places we shall
have them if we go at the call of duty,
and not merely according to our own
fancy. Why should we look upon removal to another country as a sorrowful necessity when it is laid upon us by
the divine will? In all lands the believer is equally a pilgrim and a stranger;
and yet in every region the Lord is his
dwelling place, even as he has been to
his saints in all generations. We may
miss the protection of an earthly monarch, but when God says, ‘I will keep
thee’, we are in no real danger. This is
a blessed passport for a traveller, and
a heavenly escort for an emigrant.
Jacob had never left his father’s
room before: he had been a mother’s
boy, and not an adventurer like his
brother. Yet he went abroad, and God
went with him. He had little luggage,
and no attendants; yet no prince ever
journeyed with nobler bodyguard.
Even while he slept in the open field,
angels watched over him, and the Lord
God spoke to him. If the Lord bids us
go, let us say with our Lord Jesus,
‘Arise, let us go hence.’
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JANUARY 31

Notes

‘My God will hear me’
MICAH 7:7.

Friends may be unfaithful, but the
Lord will not turn away from the gracious soul; on the contrary, he will
hear all its desires. The prophet says,
‘Keep the doors of thy mouth from her
that lieth in thy bosom. A man’s enemies are the men of his own house.’
This is a wretched state of affairs; but
even in such a case the Best Friend
remains true, and we may tell him all
our grief.
Our wisdom is to look unto the
Lord, and not to quarrel with men or
women. If our loving appeals are disregarded by our own relatives, let us
wait upon the God of our salvation,
for he will hear us. He will hear us all
the more because of the unkindness
and oppression of others, and we shall
soon have reason to cry, ‘Rejoice not
against me, O mine enemy!’
Because God is the living God, he
can hear; because he is a loving God,
he will hear; because he is our covenant God, he has bound himself to
hear us. If we can each one speak of
him as ‘My God,’ we may with absolute
certainty say, ‘My God will hear me.’
Come, then, O bleeding heart, and let
thy sorrows tell themselves out to the
Lord thy God! I will bow the knee in
secret, and inwardly whisper, ‘My God
will hear me.’
31
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FEBRUARY 1

Notes

‘But unto you that fear my name shall the
Sun of righteousness arise with healing
in his wings’
MALACHI 4: 2.

Fulfilled once in the first advent of our
glorious Lord, and yet to have a fuller
accomplishment in his second advent,
this gracious word is also for daily use.
Is it dark with the reader? Does the night
deepen into a denser blackness? Still let
us not despair: the sun will yet rise. When
the night is darkest, dawn is nearest.
The sun which will arise is of no
common sort. It is the sun – the Sun
of Righteousness, whose every ray is
holiness. He who comes to cheer us,
comes in the way of justice as well as
of mercy, comes to violate no law even
to save us. Jesus as much displays the
holiness of God as his love. Our deliverance, when it comes, will be safe because righteous.
Our one point of inquiry should be
‘Do we fear the name of the Lord? Do
we reverence the living God, and walk
in his ways?’ Then for us the night
must be short; and when the morning
cometh, all the sickness and sorrow
of our soul will be over for ever. Light,
warmth, joy, and clearness of vision
will come, and healing of every disease
and distress will follow after.
Has Jesus risen upon us? Let us sit
in the sun. Has he hidden his face?
Let us wait for his rising. He will shine
forth as surely as the sun.
32
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FEBRUARY 2

Notes

‘And ye shall go forth, and grow up as
calves of the stall’
MALACHI 4:2.

Yes, when the sun shines, the sick
quit their chambers, and walk abroad
to breathe the fresh air. When the sun
brings spring and summer the cattle
quit their stalls, and seek pasture on
the higher Alps. Even thus, when we
have conscious fellowship with our
Lord, we leave the stall of despondency, and walk abroad in the fields
of holy confidence. We ascend to the
mountains of joy, and feed on sweet
pasturage which grows nearer heaven
than the provender of carnal men.
To ‘go forth’ and to ‘grow up’ is
a double promise. O my soul, be thou
eager to enjoy both blessings! Why
shouldst thou be a prisoner? Arise
and walk at liberty. Jesus saith that
his sheep shall go in and out and find
pasture; go forth, then, and feed in the
rich meadows of boundless love.
Why remain a babe in grace? Grow
up. Young calves grow fast, especially
if they are stall-fed; and thou hast the
choice care of thy Redeemer. Grow,
then, in grace, and in the knowledge of
thy Lord and Saviour. Be neither straitened nor stunted. The Sun of Righteousness has risen upon thee. Answer
to his beams, as the buds to the natural sun. Open thine heart, expand and
grow up into him in all things.
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FEBRUARY 3

Notes

‘He that spared not his own Son, but
delivered him up for us all, how shall
he not with him also freely give us all
things?’
ROMANS 8:32.

If this is not a promise in form, it is in
fact. Indeed, it is more than one promise, it is a conglomerate of promises.
It is a mass of rubies, and emeralds,
and diamonds, with a nugget of gold
for their setting. It is a question which
can never be answered so as to cause
us any anxiety of heart. What can the
Lord deny us after giving us Jesus?
If we need all things in heaven and
earth, he will grant them to us: for if
there had been a limit anywhere, he
would have kept back his own Son.
What do I want today? I have only to
ask for it. I may seek earnestly, but not
as if I had to use pressure, and extort
an unwilling gift from the Lord’s hand;
for he will give freely. Of his own will, he
gave us his own Son. Certainly no one
would have proposed such a gift to him.
No one would have ventured to ask for
it. It would have been too presumptuous. He freely gave his Only-begotten;
and, O my soul, canst thou not trust thy
heavenly Father to give thee anything,
to give thee everything? Thy poor prayer
would have no force with Omnipotence
if force were needed; but his love, like
a spring, rises of itself, and overflows for
the supply of all thy needs.
34
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FEBRUARY 4

Notes

‘I will not leave you comfortless: I will
come to you’
JOHN 14:18.

He left us, and yet we are not left orphans. He is our comfort, and he is
gone; but we are not comfortless. Our
comfort is that he will come to us, and
this is consolation enough to sustain
us through his prolonged absence. Jesus is already on his way: he says, ‘I
come quickly’: he rides post-haste towards us. He says, ‘I will come’: and
none can prevent his coming, or put
it back for a quarter of an hour. He
specially says, ‘I will come to you’; and
so he will. His coming is specially to
and for his own people. This is meant
to be their present comfort while they
mourn that the Bridegroom doth not
yet appear.
When we lose the joyful sense of his
presence we mourn; but we may not
sorrow as if there were no hope. Our
Lord in a little wrath has hid himself
from us for a moment; but he will return
in full favour. He leaves us in a sense,
but only in a sense. When he withdraws, he leaves a pledge behind that
he will return. O Lord, come quickly!
There is no life in this earthly existence
if thou be gone. We sigh for the return
of thy sweet smile. When wilt thou come
unto us? We are sure thou wilt appear;
but be thou like a roe, or a young hart.
Make no tarrying, O our God!
35
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FEBRUARY 5

Notes

‘When I see the blood, I will pass over
you’
EXODUS 12:13.

My own sight of the precious blood
is for my comfort; but it is the Lord’s
sight of it which secures my safety.
Even when I am unable to behold it,
the Lord looks at it, and passes over
me because of it. If I am not so much
at ease as I ought to be, because my
faith is dim, yet I am equally safe, because the Lord’s eye is not dim, and
he sees the blood of the great Sacrifice
with steady gaze. What a joy is this!
The Lord sees the deep inner meaning, the infinite fulness of all that is
meant by the death of his dear Son.
He sees it with restful memory of justice satisfied, and all his matchless attributes glorified. He beheld creation in
its progress, and said, ‘It is very good’;
but what does he say of redemption in
its completeness? What does he say of
the obedience even unto death of his
Well-beloved Son? None can tell his
delight in Jesus presented when he offered himself without spot unto God.
Now rest we in calm security. We
have God’s Sacrifice and God’s Word
to create in us a sense of perfect security. He will, he must, pass over us, because he spared not our glorious Substitute. Justice joins hands with love
to provide everlasting salvation for all
the blood-besprinkled ones.
36
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FEBRUARY 6

Notes

‘If thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the
LORD thy God, blessed shalt thou be in the
city’
DEUTERONOMY 28:2, 3.

The city is full of care, and he who has
to go there from day to day finds it to
be a place of great wear and tear. It is
full of noise, and stir, and bustle, and
sore travail: many are its temptations,
losses, and worries. But to go there
with the divine blessing takes off the
edge of its difficulty; to remain there
with that blessing is to find pleasure
in its duties, and strength equal to its
demands.
A blessing in the city may not make
us great, but it will keep us good; it may
not make us rich, but it will preserve
us honest. Whether we are porters, or
clerks, or managers, or merchants, or
magistrates, the city will afford us opportunities for usefulness. It is good fishing
where there are shoals of fish, and it is
hopeful to work for our Lord amid the
thronging crowds. We might prefer the
quiet of a country life; but if called to
town, we may certainly prefer it because
there is room for our energies.
Today let us expect good things because of this promise, and let our care
be to have an open ear to the voice of
the Lord, and a ready hand to execute
his bidding. Obedience brings the
blessing. ‘In keeping his commandments there is great reward.’
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FEBRUARY 7

Notes

‘If thou return to the Almighty, thou shalt
be built up’
JOB 22:23.

Eliphaz, in the utterance, spoke a great
truth, which is the summary of many
an inspired Scripture. Reader, has sin
pulled you down? Have you become
like a ruin? Has the hand of the Lord
gone out against you, so that in estate
you are impoverished, and in spirit
you are broken down? Was it your own
folly which brought upon you all this
dilapidation? Then the first thing to
be done is to return to the Lord. With
deep repentance and sincere faith find
your way back from your backsliding.
It is your duty, for you have turned
away from him whom you professed to
serve. It is your wisdom, for you cannot strive against him and prosper. It
is your immediate necessity, for what
he has done is nothing compared to
what he may do in the way of chastisement, since he is Almighty to punish.
See what a promise invites you!
You shall be ‘built up’. None but the
Almighty can set up the fallen pillars,
and restore the tottering walls of your
condition; but he can and he will do
it if you return to him. Do not delay.
Your crushed mind may quite fail you
if you go on to rebel; but hearty confession will ease you, and humble faith
will console you. Do this, and all will
be well.
38
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FEBRUARY 8

Notes

‘I will uphold thee with the right hand of
my righteousness’
ISAIAH 41:10.

Fear of falling is wholesome. To be venturesome is no sign of wisdom. Times
come to us when we feel that we must
go down unless we have very special
support. Here we have it. God’s right
hand is a grand thing to lean upon.
Mind, it is not only his hand, though
it keepeth heaven and earth in their
places, but his right hand: his power
united with skill, his power where it is
most dexterous. Nay, this is not all, it
is written, ‘I will uphold thee with the
right hand of my righteousness.’ That
hand which he uses to maintain his
holiness, and to execute his royal sentences – this shall be stretched out to
hold up his trusting ones. Fearful is
our danger, but joyful is our security.
The man whom God upholds, devils
cannot throw down.
Weak may be our feet, but almighty
is God’s right hand. Rough may be the
road, but Omnipotence is our upholding. We may boldly go forward. We shall
not fall. Let us lean continually where
all things lean. God will not withdraw
his strength, for his righteousness is
there as well: he will be faithful to his
promise, and faithful to his Son, and
therefore faithful to us. How happy we
ought to be! Are we not so?
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