
7

Preparation: Lesson Aim:

1  Allocating the Land:  Joshua 18:1-10; 19:49-51.

18:3 The land of Israel was looked on as a gift 
of God (Genesis 12:1-3, Exodus 3:7-8, 
Joshua 21:43-45).

18:5-6 It was allocated by dividing it up into sections 
and then each section was allocated by 
casting lots.  A ‘lot’ was a 2-sided disc 
believed to be in God’s control when thrown.  
The results of the throw were used to 
determine God’s will (Proverbs 16:33).  Once 
allocated, the boundaries of the piece of land 
were marked out and to alter them was to 
alter God’s gift (Deuteronomy 19:14).

Other Bible passages used - Leviticus 25:10-17, 
23-24, Numbers 27:1-11, Deuteronomy 21:15-17; 
25:5-10, Ruth 4:1-10, 1 Kings 21:1-16, 2 Kings 2:9.

2  Tent dwellers:  Genesis 12:1-9; 18:1-15.

Joshua 7:20-21 - as there were rugs on the floor the 
women must have known what Achan did!

John 1:14 - the word used for ‘lived’, ‘dwelt’ in is the 
word for ‘tented’, ‘camped’.

2 Corinthians 5:1-5 - The tent life of Israel became an 
important metaphor - it reminded the people of the 
temporary nature of their time on earth.

Other Bible passages used - Leviticus 23:33-43, 
John  7:1-5.

3  Houses 
2 Kings 18:31-32 - your own cistern was a status 
symbol.  (See the activity pages for further details.)

Other Bible passages used - Deuteronomy 20:5; 
22:8, Joshua 2:4-8, 2 Kings 4:8-10, Psalm 84:10, 
Matthew  24:16-17; 25:1-13, Mark 14:12-16, 
Luke 15:8-10, Acts 10:9.

Using input  f rom 
the ch i ldren,  l is t 
the different type of 
dwelling that people 
inhabit.  Make the 
list as broad as possible by including dwellings from 
different countries.  Discuss what the dwellings tell 
us about the people who live in them.

Split the children into small groups.  Give each 
group a topic and a list of Bible verses to see what 
they can discover about it, e.g. allocating the land, 
living in tents, houses.  Depending on the amount 
of time available, more than one group can work on 
the same topic using different Bible verses.  After a 
set time, bring the groups back together and pool 
their knowledge, filling in any gaps.  Give out the 
activity sheets at this stage, as the illustrations may 
be useful. At the end of the study teach the memory 
verse then make the model house.

M a k e  a  B i b l e 
times basic house.  
Photocopy pages 9 
and 10 on card for 
each child.  Make 
up one beforehand to show the children.  You might 
want to cut out the pieces before the lesson if time 
is short.

Instructions
• Cut out the house and side wall.  Cut along the 

solid lines around the door.  Score and fold along 
all dotted lines.  Make up the house like a box, 
open at the bottom.

• Cut out both steps pieces, cutting along all solid 
lines.

• Steps 1 - score and fold all dotted lines away from 
you.

• Steps 2 - score and concertina 
fold along the dotted lines (see 
diagram).  T is for top and B is 
for bottom.

Please read the activity pages for this lesson for 
full information on the various sections.

WEEK 1
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To understand how the land of Canaan was 
allocated and how people lived in Old and New 

Testament times.
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•	 Glue steps 2 to steps 1 by 
gluing the prongs on steps 1 
underneath each step on steps 2 
(see diagram).

• Glue the steps to the side of the house with the 
top end level with the back corner.

• Cut out both parapets, score and fold along the 
dotted lines.  Leaving a gap at the steps, glue to 
the house along the line at the top, joining where 
necessary.

NB  the steps are fiddly to make, so if time is short 
draw steps on one side of the house.

Reference Books
Photocopy page 11 on coloured card.  Each child 
needs a further sheet of the same coloured card to act 
as the back cover.  Photocopy page 12 on coloured 
paper and pages 13-15 on white paper.  Provide a 
folder for each child to keep their activity pages in 
until the end of the series.
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Basic House



10



11

Life in 
BiBLe 
Times
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DWeLLinGs
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Dwellings
Tent Dwellers
Genesis 12:1-9; 18:1-15
Before settling in the Promised 
Land, the Children of Israel were 
a nomadic people, living in tents and 
moving from place to place.  These tents were made from a long piece of goats’ 
haircloth about 1.5-2 metres wide.  They were black in colour.  The piece of cloth 
was erected on a series of poles to provide a long awning, and the two ends 
were pegged to the ground with tent nails.  Vertical hangings were made from 
either worn out roof coverings or brightly coloured materials.  They made up 
the back and front of the tent and also divided it into sections, making several 
rooms.  There was always a porch area at the front.  The only males allowed 
to go further into the tent were the husband or father of the family, as the inside 
area was the women’s quarters.  There were rugs on the floor.

The tent life of Israel became an important metaphor.  It reminded the people 
of the temporary nature of their life on earth (2 Corinthians 5:1-5).  Once a year 
the Jews kept the Feast of Tabernacles, where they lived for 7 days in ‘booths’ 
made from the branches of trees.  This reminded them of the time when they 
lived in tents (Leviticus 23:33-43, John 7:1-5).

Allocating the Land
Joshua 18:1-10; 19:49-51
After Joshua had conquered the Promised Land, 
the land had to be allocated amongst the Israelites.  
The Promised Land was looked on as a gift from 
God (Genesis 12:1-3, Exodus 3:7-8, Joshua 
21:43-45), therefore the allocating of it was placed in God’s hands.  The land 
was divided up into sections, and then each section was allocated by casting 
lots.  The ‘lot’ was a two-sided disc that was believed to be under God’s control 
when thrown.  The results of the throw were therefore used to determine God’s 
will (Proverbs 16:33).

Once allocated, the boundaries of the piece of land were marked out and to 
alter them was to alter God’s gift (Deuteronomy 19:14).  Therefore, to sell 
one’s land was dishonouring to God (1 Kings 21:1-16).  If the land had to be 
sold because the family was destitute, provision was made for its restoration 
in the Year of Jubilee (Leviticus 25:10-17,23-24).  If, in the meantime, a 
member of the family was able to raise the money to buy the land back, it 
had to be returned at once.  If a childless widow remarried, her husband 
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could purchase the land, but it would pass on to the first born child, who 
would take the original family name.  So the land always remained within 
the family (Deuteronomy  25:5-10, Ruth 4:1-10).

The land passed from a father to his sons.  The eldest son received twice 
as much as his brothers.  This was called a double portion (2 Kings 2:9, 
Deuteronomy  21:17).  If there were no sons the property could pass to daughters 
(Numbers 27:1-11).

Houses
These were also considered to be a gift from 
God, so there was a special dedication service 
for a newly built house (Deuteronomy 20:5).

The  basic house
Houses were built from local stone, usually 
white limestone.  They were square in shape with a flat roof and an external 
staircase.  They were built close to one another because of the need to conserve 
space.

Inside the house was a single room approximately 3 metres square.  The walls of 
the house were thick and contained niches for the storage of food and utensils.  
There was just one small window that was high up with a lattice to keep out 
intruders.  There was also just one door, which was kept open during the day 
to let in the light and was secured with a wooden bar at night.

Oil lamps were used to give light at night.  Only the very 
poor had no form of lighting.

The floor area was split into two.  The 
area nearest the door was made of levelled, 
stamped down earth.  The back of the room 
consisted of a raised stone platform, which 
was used for all family activities, e.g. sleeping, 
eating, and sitting.

The state of the floor and the lack of light would make it difficult to find anything 
that was lost (Luke 15:8-10).  The fire, for cooking and heating, was set up on 
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the floor area.  There was no chimney, so smoke found its own way out through 
the door and window.  Animals used the lower floor at night.

The roof was made of brushwood layered across rough sycamore beams and 
bound together with mud.  Palestine was heavily wooded in Bible Times, so there 
was no shortage of materials.  A heavy roller was kept on the roof to roll it down 
tight after rain.  The roof was not watertight, so there were many leaks during 
the rainy season (November - March).  The flat roof made a good vantage point.  
It was cool and quiet, so was a good place to worship God (Acts 10:9).  It was 
useful for drying crops and for storage (Joshua 2:4-8).  It was also a good place 
to sleep on a hot night, so the Law required a parapet to be built round the roof 
to stop people falling off (Deuteronomy 22:8).

In cities the houses were built next door to one another, so it was possible to 
escape by running across the rooftops (Matthew 24:16-17).

Water was collected from the local well and kept in jars.  
Some houses had their own cisterns (reservoirs).  The 
rainwater from the roof flowed down a drain, through a 
settling basin and into the cistern, from where it could 
be drawn when required.  Having your own cistern was 
considered a status symbol (2 Kings 18:28-35).

Homes for the wealthy
These differed from the basic house by the addition of a courtyard.  This made 
the house more secure, as the roof staircase came down into the courtyard 
rather than straight onto the street.  Cooking could be done in the courtyard and 
it was safe to have more windows, so the house was lighter inside.  Very wealthy 
people had extra rooms built onto the courtyard and sometimes an upper storey 
(2 Kings 4:8-10, Mark 14:12-16).

Entrance to the courtyard was by means of a single door 
made of cedar.  This was locked and often guarded by 
a porter (Psalm 84:10, Matthew 25:13).


