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A closer look at Matthew Henry’s background and family life
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biblical text. He is Research Professor at the Presbyterian
Theological College in Melbourne, Australia. He has lectured
and preached in many countries and served as the senior editor
of the Reformed Theological Review, Australia's oldest
theological journal until he retired at the end of 2013.
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of great spiritual value. Henry deals with subjects such as
pardon, peace, grace, afflictions, death and heaven from a
covenantal perspective. His notes are relatively full, and with
Harman's unobtrusive editing (including translation of phrases
in Greek, Latin and Hebrew), are easily read. Much more than a
historical curiosity, these sermons by the great biblical
commentator are full of sound theology and helpful personal
application.
THE COVENANTER WITNESS

It is exactly 350 years since Matthew Henry was born. My edition
of his world-famous Commentary on the whole Bible extends to
six large volumes and was published 175 years ago. I have
prized and read and quoted it for almost 60 years, but I knew
little or nothing about Matthew Henry's life. Allan Harman has
put the whole Christian world in his debt by researching and
writing this excellent and fascinating biography of a man
outstanding in scholarship, preaching, prayerfulness, godliness
and faithful pastoring of the same church for twenty years. Here
we learn of his home and of the great privilege of being a son of
his pastor, mentor and model, Philip Henry ('He brought up his
children in the fear of God, and with much tenderness', Matthew
tells us). His life had many trials and sorrows personally, and he
lived through a most difficult period of church history (his birth
coincided with the year of the Great Ejection). But his was a life
of extraordinary fruitfulness. I found the story enthralling and
deeply encouraging, and I earnestly hope that the book will
have the widest readership. I for one am heartily grateful to
Allan Harman and Christian Focus for it.
Eric Alexander
Conference speaker and formerly minister St George's Tron,
Glasgow for 20 years

This volume is highly recommended for personal spiritual
reading, for the student of the history of preaching (they are
after all an outstanding example of consecutive puritan
preaching), as a guide to an accurate theological understanding
of some of the main themes of the Bible, and to provide much
inspiration for sermon construction and preparation.
THE REFORMED THEOLOGICAL REVIEW

Christians of our own day, and especially preachers, will find
much in this handsomely produced volume to inspire them and
to set an example for thorough, faithful, practical and applied
exposition of the Word of God. It will stand as a good and
necessary corrective to the largely shallow preaching and
publishing of the present time. But more importantly it will bring
us to the realisation that those who preach the doctrines of
grace should not do so as 'chosen frozen', but as 'warm
Reformed'.
New Life Magazine
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