
M E N T O R   CHRISTIAN FOCUS

Systematic Theology (Volume 1)

Grounded in Holy Scripture and understood
in light of the Church
Douglas F. Kelly

RELEASE DATE 20 NOVEMBER 2008

RELATED TITLES

DESCRIPTION

 
AUTHOR

Douglas F. Kelly is Professor of Theology Emeritus, Reformed
Theological Seminary, Charlotte, North Carolina.

TECHNICAL DETAILS
ROYALE HARDBACK 234 X 156
640 Pages
 

23/01/2026

SPACE
ISBN 9781845503864
BISAC REL067110
PRICE £27.99 $39.99

ENDORSEMENTS

If this first installment is any indication, Douglas Kelly's three-
volume Systematic Theology is sure to set a new standard.
Harvesting decades of steady scholarship and equally steady
engagement in all facets of the church's life and ministry, Kelly
displays the richness of the Christian Faith, particularly in its
Reformed expression. Christians of all traditions will benefit
greatly from the catholic breadth, appropriate but not
bewildering depth, and exegetical insight of this remarkable
work.
Michael Horton
J. Gresham Machen Professor of Systematic Theology and
Apologetics, Westminster Seminary California, Escondido,
California

I bought this book by way of an exploration into the subject of
the Trinity; we have a ministry to the cults, and I'm writing a
Christian response to the Jehovah's Witnesses publication,
"Should You Believe in the Trinity". I found this book to be an
excellent resource on the subject of the Triune God. I would
recommend this book, without reservation, specifically on the
nature of God and the attendant issues surrounding the Trinity.
Dr Thaddeus Irvine, Londonderry, Northern Ireland.

Where can one find a treatise on the Truine God that is without
question faithfully and confessional Reformed and profoundly
aware of the broad reach of historical reflection from the wider
Church? Professor Kelly's achievement has put a mark in the 21st
century that will force all serious students of theology to
consider a conservative Reformed viewpoint with due diligence.
Here is a theology that serves the church, displays the majesty of
God and humbles the heart of all who contemplate Him. I am
using this for my class on theology and look forward to his
forthcoming work.
Todd Baucum, Enterprise, AL

I have mixed feelings about this book. On the one hand it is very
interesting to read as Kelly quotes a lot from those I would not
normally read e.g. Church Fathers, Eastern Orthodox, Roman
Catholic. Some of the quotes are excellent. On the other hand,
there are times when it feels like I was simply reading a lot of
quotes, which were often difficult to understand. This made the
book feel a little like a digest of Christian thought. Kelly quotes
liberally from French theologians and cultural historians -
something I am obviously not able to do. So in some ways I am
thankful for the 'digest' nature of the book. However, as an
experiment I briefly tried to read portions of the book by just
reading Kelly's own words. It seems to me that Kelly could have
put much of the thought of the quotes in his own words and
simply foot noted them. I think this would have made a better
book.

Also, the placement of appendices after each chapter disrupts
the flow of the book. Much better to have them at the end.

Also, Kelly's chapter in the influence of Enlightenment thought
had loads of quotes but only a little discussion of 'influence'. The
balance seemed a little off.

But - his chapter on God revealing himself through the Covenant
of Grace was amazing.

Given that Prof Kelly is writing two more volumes I would
suggest that perhaps an abridgment could be made into a 1
volume ST with many of the quotes summarized.

All to say, I have mixed feelings. Some portions (when Prof Kelly
himself writes) had my mind and heart praising God. Some
portions (many of the Appendices and long quotes) had me
thinking "why am I reading this"?

In short, I think this book needs to be read along side other ST's
such as Robert Reymond's and/or Wayne Grudem's. However, if
I was to recommend an ST to the man or woman in the pew it
would not be Douglas Kelly's ST Vol. 1 - better wait for the
abridged version of his 3 volume work.
Phil Taylor, Belfast

www.christianfocus.com

https://www.christianfocus.com

