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DESCRIPTION

Ruth and Esther, the only two biblical books that centre on the
lives of women, display the hand of a God who works in the lives
of individuals to bring about his plan for the salvation of many.
Ruth is an outsider who finds a home among the people of God
and whose descendants include not only King David, but David’s
greater son, Christ the King of Kings. Esther’s story plays out in
the palace precincts of a despotic king. While God’s name is
famously never mentioned, we see his handiwork in each twist
and turn of the narrative. He uses improbable means and
improbable individuals to save His people, and we see that God
is on His throne.
MARKETING POINTS

The Providence of God in Both Books

Bible Exposition for Lay People

Questions for Personal or Group Bible Study
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David Strain is Senior Minister of First Presbyterian Church,
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ENDORSEMENTS

In Dr Strain’s flowing prose, both the text and the theological
truths imbedded in the text are explained with pastoral
thoughtfulness and a deft appreciation of their place within the
biblical canon. These are commentaries that preachers will
benefit from and all Christians find hugely instructive.
Ian Hamilton
President, Westminster Presbyterian Theological Seminary,
Newcastle, UK

Here is solid exposition combined with pastoral wisdom. If you
are looking for a faithful and engaging commentary on these
Biblical books, then you have found it.
Rhett Dodson
Pastor of Grace Presbyterian Church, Hudson, Ohio.

Ruth and Esther are two of the most charming stories in the
Bible. Yet these carefully crafted accounts of two faithful
women point beyond human factors to the invisible hand of the
good and sovereign God. David Strain’s engaging exposition
calls people in bitter circumstances to believe that, somehow,
God is using all things to save His people and establish the
kingdom of His Son.
Joel R. Beeke
Chancellor, Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, Grand
Rapids, Michigan

Strain shows how both books, seen in the light of the big Bible
picture, are meant to draw us to a greater knowledge of a
covenant keeping God as He works his own perfect plan into
history, turning the chaotic into His own “eucatastrophe” to
accomplish His perfect gospel objective in Christ Jesus.
Iver Martin
Principal, Edinburgh Theological Seminary, Edinburgh, Scotland
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