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DESCRIPTION

If you study church history closely, you will see a continuous
thread of faithful theology that gives God due honour, that
takes Scripture as the principal authority, and nourishes our
wonder and worship. Wright and Imbert outline the story of this
time through the lives of these great men.

o Profiles of ten men from Medieval Church
s Leo the Great
¢ Boethius
e Alcuin
e Gottschalk
» Anselm of Canterbury
¢ Bernard of Clairvaux
e Peter Waldo
+ Bonaventure
» John Wycliffe
¢ Jan Hus

Chronicles 1,000 Years of Orthodox Theology: see God's
providence in the faithful teaching of truth throughout history

Meet Key Historical Figures: some well-known, some less so, all
in their place and time

Written for a wide audience: non—-academic writing style makes
this a great read for anyone interested in history
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From my interactions with Protestant parishioners over the
years, it seems to me that there is this high brick wall between
the present and the past. Most are fairly in—tune with recent
history (sort of), barely in-tune with Reformation history up to
the near present, and utterly out-of-tune with anything before
31 October 1517. That's where the high brick wall looms, with no
perceptible way to climb it and gaze on the other side. But
recently Christian Focus has happily published a handy,
152-page paperback, “Reclaiming the Dark Ages: How the
Gospel Light Shone from 500 to 1500.” The authors,

lain Wright, pastor of Covenant OPC, and Yannick Imbert, who
holds the William Edgar Chair of Apologetics at Faculté Jean
Calvin, Aix-en-Provence, southern France, and serves on the
theological committee of the National Council of French
Evangelicals, have sought to give Protestant Christians a boost
so they can gaze over the wall, and a nice boost it is.

Wright and Imbert don't give readers a full-course meal, but
rather a sampler plate. Guiding us chronologically, the authors
allow us to spend a little time with Leo the Great (400-461),
Boethius (476-524), Alcuin (735-804), Gottschalk (814-868),
Anselm of Canterbury (1033-1109), Bernard of Clairvaux
(1090-1153), Peter Waldo (1140-1205),
Bonaventure(1221-1274), John Wycliffe (1320-1384), and Jan
Hus (1372-1415). And they help us to start at the right end.
Instead of readers seeing, first and foremost, the problems,
dangers and unfaithfulness in those times, they help us to train
“our theological minds to see the best first, instead of the worst”
(xiv). The authors don't shy away from pointing out the
theological and even moral problems, but they don’t start there.
In fact they help us to fathom a bit of the historical and social
context of each specimen to consider the person charitably,
while critically. That was clear all the way through and | kept
saying, “Thank you, guys! Score one for you!”

In a nutshell, Wright and Imbert want us to see how the Gospel,
God's truth, orthodox fidelity, and Scriptural priority have run
through history. And for anyone who has ever delved deeply into
the annuls of yesteryear knows, people are messy and antiquity
was definitely untidy. Just like the world and the church are in
2024!
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