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DESCRIPTION

Faithful Defender: How Irenaeus Navigated a Pagan World

Journey to the second century with Steven Presley's biography
of Irenaeus of Lyons, who defended orthodox Christianity while
surrounded by competing religions and philosophies. Discover
how this influential man developed a robust theological system,
cast a vision for pastoral ministry, and modelled Christian
citizenship in a hostile culture. His example offers timely wisdom
for faithfully engaging our increasingly post-Christian world
with theological clarity and spiritual conviction.

e Part of Early Church Fathers series

e Defended orthodox Christianity against Gnostic heresies

s Explores Irenaeus's view of Christian citizenship within a hostile
culture.

In an age when Christians increasingly find themselves on the
margins of Western culture, Irenaeus's example offers timely
wisdom for faithfully engaging our post-Christian world with
theological clarity and spiritual conviction.

AUTHOR

Stephen O. Presley serves as Director of Education and
Engagement at the Center for Religion, Culture & Democracy
and as Associate Professor of Church History at The Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary. A theologian and church
historian, he has written several books, including 'Biblical
Theology in the Life of the Early Church' and 'Cultural
Sanctification: Engaging the World Like the Early Church'.
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ENDORSEMENTS

Living before an era of ‘Christendom’, Irenaeus of Lyons, the first
great theologian of the Church, has much to offer us today. This
volume is an excellent introduction to his life and works, covering
all aspects of his theology, including, notably, the pastoral and
the political. It is highly recommended.

John Behr
Regius Chair in Humanities, University of Aberdeen, UK

Inviting, insightful, and inspiring. This is now the best place to
begin your introduction to the life and life-changing impact of
Irenaeus of Lyons. We are all in Presley’s debt.

D. Jeffrey Bingham
Research Professor of Historical Theology, Southwestern
Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas
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