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Is the Spirit present wherever and whenever the Word is
preached?
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A book sure to cause debate!
AUTHOR

Ralph Cunnington is co-pastor of City Church Manchester. He is
a member of the Theological Teams of FIEC and Affinity and
editor of Affinity's theological journal Foundations.

TECHNICAL DETAILS
16544
 

04/09/2026

SPACE
ISBN 9781781916544
BISAC REL080000
PRICE £6.99 $9.99

ENDORSEMENTS

A controversy has been going on for some time among generally
Reformed churches in the United Kingdom (and regions beyond)
regarding the presence and activity of the Holy Spirit in the
public proclamation of the Word of God. Much of this kerfuffle
surrounds the influence of Moore Theological College in
Australia. Can the Word of God ever be preached without the
blessing of the Holy Spirit? Do we need to wrestle with the Lord
in anxious prayer like Jacob with the angel at Peniel? Is it
possible to presume on the Holy Spirit's presence and activity?
Ralph Cunnington, pastor of City Church Manchester, enters
into this discussion by seeking wisdom from John Calvin's
approach to the relationship of the Holy Spirit and the Word of
God in this concise but significant book Preaching With Spiritual
Power.
Reformed Forum

... helpful contribution, cutting through contemporary rhetoric to
the actual teaching of the reformers, in its historical context ... a
model for those engaged in polemics, and a stimulating study of
God's Word.
Peace and Truth

Ralph Cunnington is an excellent guide. With careful and incisive
scholarship, and writing that is both clear and cogent, he steers
a sure and reliable course...
Robert Letham
Wales Evangelical School of Theology, Bridgend, Wales

This is a fascinating historical look at a subject of vital
importance for preachers. It stimulated me to think, then think
again, about the relationship of word and Spirit.
Lee Gatiss
Director of Church Society, and Adjunct Lecturer in Church
History, Union School of Theology, Bridgend, Wales
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