
M E N T O R   CHRISTIAN FOCUS

From the Finger of God

The Biblical and Theological Basis for the
Threefold Division of the Law
Philip S. Ross

RELEASE DATE 20 NOVEMBER 2010

RELATED TITLES

DESCRIPTION

 
AUTHOR

Philip S. Ross is a theological editor who studied in Wales. He
worked extensively on the well-received Christian Heritage
editions of The Marrow of Modern Divinity and subtitled seven John
Owen works. Philip lives near Loch Lomond in Scotland with his
wife and three children.

TECHNICAL DETAILS
LARGE TRADE PAPERBACK
448 Pages
 

01/04/2026

SPACE
ISBN 9781845506018
BISAC REL067000
PRICE £17.99 $24.99

ENDORSEMENTS

"A book of great relevance with an immensely important
message for the contemporary church, From the Finger of God is to
be welcomed with open arms. It is a fine example of careful,
readable biblical, theological, and historical scholarship that
leads to deeply satisfying conclusions."
Sinclair B. Ferguson
Chancellor’s Professor of Systematic Theology, Reformed
Theological Seminary, Jackson, Mississippi

From the outset let me say that I've done little reading and little
thinking on the topic of the law. Since I've read little about the
law, this book has proven to be very helpful in helping me
understand some of the discussion. This book targets more of
the academy than the church, however, a series churchman
would greatly benefit from reading it.

The subtitle of the book sets the purpose of the book well. Ross
has written to explain and expound on a particular view of the
law, that is, a threefold view. There are other views out there
besides Ross', however, this is a work dedicated to the threefold
view-ceremonial, moral and civil.

Philip Ross is a scholar who lives Scotland. He is a theological
editor who has done work with some of John Owen's works.
Unfortunately not much is known about Ross based upon the bio
on the book. A few Internet searches yielded little information as
well. Despite not knowing much about Ross, I trust his
scholarship based upon the names that have given the book a
favorable review; Sinclair Ferguson, Douglas Kelly, R. Scott
Clark, and Alec Motyer.

Since I have little prior knowledge about books and works on the
law I cannot speak to the clarity of the physical structure of the
book compared to others. However, I can say that it was helpful
for me in following his argument as it was arranged loosely
following the structure of the Bible. There are a total of 8
chapters that work from an introduction of the topic to Moses
and ends with discussion about Jesus, Acts, and the epistles.
There is a very full bibliography and an extremely helpful
Scripture index.

From the Finger of God is a welcomed work because there are
few books out there that cover the law well. Many people today
believe there is no binding aspect of law at all because of Christ.
This is at the heart of what Ross cuts to as he tries to dis-spell,
the teaching that the law has no regard for a Christian today or
that there is no distinction within the law itself.

Ross does well to argue for the threefold division, however, some
readers might not ever get to the argument. The book promises
(by the subtitle) to be a biblical and theological treatment,
however, Ross opens the book with an appeal to a "catholic
doctrine" (catholic meaning 'general' in this usage). He appeals
to tradition rather than to anything biblical in the opening
chapter. It is laced with appeals to The Westminster Confession
of Faith and other historical decrees. While I recognize the
validity to appeal to history, his appeals would have been better
placed later in the text. The second thing that might hold the
reader from persevering is Ross' strong covenant language. This
is not to say that this language is a bad thing, however, many
dispensationalist would probably be frustrated and perhaps not
continue to the meat of Ross' work having to comb through this
in the early pages of the book.

Having read more on the law in this one book than in all other
books I've read, I can say it has been a helpful book in helping
me understand some of the conversation. I would highly
recommend this book to anyone wanting to dig deeper into the
subject. Once through the first chapter the reader will find a
thoughtful explanation of how the ceremonial, moral, and civil
aspects of the law differ and apply or do not apply today. I look
forward to going deeper on this topic in the future and that has
been spurred on because of Ross' work in "The Finger of God."
G. A. Dietrich | http://gadietrich.com

"Philip Ross has done the Christian church a marvelous service by
on the one hand affirming the theological roots concerning the
Reformation blessing concerning the three-fold use of the Law
in the Covenant of Grace and at the same time, unfolding for the
reader of this book implications and vistas for the effective use
of God's Law in the Gospel ministry. Philip has, on the one hand,
cleared away the underbrush and overgrowth which has grown
up in today's efforts of Biblical scholarship which at times has
sometimes superficial and other times speculative for the
purpose of novelty. Yet simultaneously Philip has pressed
forward with insightful highlights as to the New Testament role
of the Law of God as it is fulfilled in Christ pressed upon the
hearts of the lost thereby sending them to Christ and used in the
Hands of the Holy Spirit to direct believers as they follow Christ
in the pursuit of joyful holiness."
Harry L. Reeder III
(1948 – 2023) Senior Pastor, Briarwood Presbyterian Church,
Birmingham, Alabama

"Philip Ross has dealt with issues lying near the heart of the
Christian life (and indeed, of the healthy functioning of any
human society) in this careful, fair, and, at times, humorous (or
at least, entertaining and attention-holding) study of the
continuing validity of God's law... I will be frequently referring to
his volume in my classes, and warmly commend it
Douglas F. Kelly
Professor of Theology Emeritus, Reformed Theological Seminary,
Charlotte, North Carolina
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